Canada/U.S. Transboundary Steering Committee Meeting

September 11-12, 2008
Item 1 - Opening Remarks from Steering Committee Co-Chairs

Patricia Kurkul  - National Marine Fisheries Services (NMFS) – U.S. Co-chair

· U.S. is in the midst of a comprehensive management review of all 19 stocks managed under the Northeast (NE) Multispecies Fishery Management Plan (FMP). Overall results show some improvements in stock status; including a finding that biomass in total has increased substantially. However, overall productivity is lower and 13 stocks were found to be subject to overfishing.
· Shared stocks managed through the U.S./Canada Transboundary Agreement indicate mortality has decreased for all three stocks between 2004 and 2008, but Georges Bank Cod and Yellowtail Flounder remain subject to overfishing.

· Amendment 16 to the NE Multispecies FMP will be implemented on May 1, 2010. In the interim, NMFS is exploring whether to implement emergency action, effective May 1, 2009 to ensure effort reductions to keep groundfish rebuilding on schedule.
· A draft of the proposed Cetacean Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is currently under review at the U.S. State Department and will be sent to Ottawa for comment as a next step.
· U.S. is in the process of implementing comprehensive changes to its large whale management program primarily by way of gear modifications, which will become effective in April 2009. Comments on proposed measures to decrease vessel speed to reduce ship strikes are concurrently being accepted until September 29, 2008.
· The Provincetown Center for Coastal Studies (CCS) will no longer have the same level of funding as in years past. Approximately $250,000 has been provided through next spring. CCS is working to modify its model for responding to gear entanglement incidents and anticipates that the changes will result in cost savings.
· A proposed endangered listing for Atlantic salmon in the large rivers of Maine has been published and a notice proposing critical habitat will follow.
Faith Scattolon – Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) – Canadian Co-chair

· The new Fisheries Act that had been proceeding through the parliamentary process will not go through second reading due to a federal election called for October 14, 2008.
· The Northern Prawn Fishery is the first Canadian certified as a sustainable fishery by the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC). Others in the MSC process are eastern offshore scallop, eastern offshore lobster, Gulf shrimp, BC salmon, BC spiny dogfish, Pacific hake and Pacific halibut.
· The Fisheries Resource Conservation Council which is looking at the Atlantic herring fishery is expected to deliver its report to the Minister by the middle of 2009.
· The Government of Canada is looking at what a review of the Georges Bank moratorium on oil and gas development might involve. The Georges Bank Panel Review Report released in June 1999 recommended that the moratorium be extended to December 2012. The Federal Minister of Natural Resources and the Nova Scotia Minister of Energy are to review the moratorium and a final decision to extend or lift the moratorium is required by December 31, 2012. 
Action item: DFO’s Centre of Offshore Oil and Gas Environmental Research will produce a document on the state of knowledge of the impacts of oil and gas exploration and production, including knowledge gaps and research recommendations. 
· The provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick have been vocal about encouraging and setting the regulatory environment for tidal projects to proceed. The Nova Scotia government provided funding for research and in June they approved a pilot tidal project using turbines. The federal environmental assessment process has not been triggered.
· Species at Risk (SAR) updates: 
· Right Whales- a proposed recovery strategy will be posted online and, following a 60-day period for public comment, the strategy will be finalized and an action plan developed. The International Marine Organization’s designation of the Roseway Basin as an “Area to be Avoided” is now in effect to reduce the probability of ship strikes to whales.
· Winter Skate – a socio-economic study for the Eastern Scotian-Shelf and Georges Bank Western Scotian-Shelf populations has been sent for public comment and a listing decision could be made in the spring of 2009.
· Cusk - DFO held public consultations over the summer and the next step is a socio-economic assessment for a possible listing, as required under the Species at Risk Act (SARA).
· Porbeagle sharks- had been proposed for listing under the SARA but the Minister had decided to develop a conservation strategy instead under Fisheries Act. Ms. Scattolon noted this was a major outcome of a DFO survey that identified a large breeding area on Georges Bank. 
· DFO has funded ecosystem research initiatives to advance the ecosystem approach to management (EAM). DFO will conduct desktop pilot assessments to see if theory translates into practice. The EAM initiative relates to the broader Gulf of Maine area, which includes Georges Bank. It will assess the influence of climate change, benthic habitat and stocks. (Refer to Steering Committee Minutes of April 2008 for more detail on EAM initiatives)
Item 2  
Report from the Habitat Working Group (Ted Potter)

· A final version of the Terms of Reference will be presented for approval at the next Steering Committee meeting.
Action item: DFO and NMFS science staff (including TRAC co-chairs) to discuss the proposals regarding spatial patterns of benthos and investigations of closed areas developed at the Canada/USA scientific discussions and make recommendations to the Steering Committee as to whether there is scope or interest for further work.
Item 3 

Report from the Integration Committee (Jennifer Anderson and Gus van Helvoort)

· Website is now operational: http://www.mar.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/science/sc/sc(1)-e.html). 
Decision point: From September 2007 forward, it was decided that meeting summaries would be posted instead of detailed minutes to reduce translation costs.
· A file transfer protocol (FTP) site has been established through NMFS’s web server for information sharing among the Steering Committee’s advisory groups. 
· A brief policy statement about observer participation at TMGC meetings has been developed and is posted on the TMGC website. 
· A Statement of Purpose for Communications and a Working Group Reporting Protocol were presented for approval.
Decision point: Statement of Purpose for Communications was approved to be posted online. 
Action item: The Working Group Reporting Protocol is to be revised to indicate that it does not apply to the TRAC or the TMGC and presented for approved at the next Steering Committee meeting, although its protocols should be followed in the meantime.

· Canada/USA Regional Transboundary Guidance Proposal document will be updated and referred to henceforth as the procedures document. 
Action item: Revisions will not introduce any changes in current decision making processes and both the document and flowcharts will be circulated among the advisory groups before going to the Steering Committee for final approval.
Item 4

Update on Machias Seal Island (George Lapointe and Gus van Helvoort)
· In an effort to resolve ongoing cross-border issues and bring forward options for enforcement reporting protocols, a joint meeting was proposed that would include industry leaders, as well as regulators and scientists.
Action Item:  Pursue a joint meeting between government and industry representatives from Canada and the U.S. to discuss joint management, standardized procedures and a possible scientific study, tentatively set for January 2009.

Action Item:  In advance of the January meeting, continue work on the enforcement reporting protocol and consultations with legal counsel about the possibility of joint patrols. 

Item 5 

Report from the Oceans Working Group (Tim Hall)

· Key milestones and timeframes for the Ecosystem Overview Report were presented including timelines for a combined compilation of data, a draft report, internal and peer review processes and final report. It was also noted that consideration should be given as to whether ecosystem trends related to the phenomena of decreased length and weight at age observed in various species could be included in the Ecosystem Overview Report. 

Action Item: Present the Final Report and peer review Terms of Reference to the Steering Committee in April 2009 

Item 6 

Report from the Species at Risk Working Group (David Millar and David Gouveia)
Action Item: The Species at Risk Working Group Terms of Reference will be revised to reflect the reciprocal nature of requesting scientific peer review between the U.S. and Canada. The revised Terms of Reference as well as revised Species at Risk tables will be presented at the next Steering Committee meeting. 

Item 7

Presentation of Stock Assessment Results from the Transboundary Resources Assessment Committee (Stratis Gavaris, Tana Worcester)
· The Steering Committee was advised that the TRAC had conducted the groundfish assessments a little differently than in the past in an effort to integrate with the U.S. Groundfish Assessment Review Meeting (GARM)
· TRAC’s assessment reports for Cod, Haddock and Yellowtail Flounder are available online at: http://www.mar.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/science/TRAC/tsr.html.

Action Item: Participate in discussions between DFO (including HWG co-chairs) and NMFS science staff (including TRAC co-chairs) regarding the proposals developed at the Canada/USA scientific discussions and make recommendations to the Steering Committee as to whether there is scope or interest for further work in regard to the proposals. 

Item 8

Presentation of advice from Transboundary Management Guidance Committee (Michael O’Connor, John Pappalardo)

· The TMGC presented the following: 
· Terms of Reference for TRAC Assessments of Eastern Georges Bank Cod, Eastern Georges Bank Haddock and Georges Bank Yellowtail Flounder in June 12-15, 2009

· Terms of Reference for the TRAC Benchmark Assessment of Eastern Georges Bank Cod

· Revised flowchart entitled Annual Process for Determining Harvest Levels of Transboundary Resources of Cod, Haddock and Yellowtail Flounder

Key Advice – TMGC
· Steering Committee advised of slight decline in Canadian quota shares for Cod and Haddock and a small increase in Canadian quota share for Yellowtail Flounder. 
· Cod - the most appropriate combined Canada/U.S. Total Allowable Catch (TAC) was concluded to be 1,700 mt, which resulted in national quotas of 527 mt for the U.S. and 1,173 mt for Canada.
· Haddock - the most appropriate combined Canada/U.S. TAC was 30,000 mt, which resulted in national quotas of 11,100 mt for the U.S. and 18,900 mt for Canada. This represents increases of 3,050 mt and 3,950 mt respectively.
· Yellowtail Flounder - the most appropriate combined Canada/U.S. TAC was 2,100 mt. which resulted in national quotas of 1,617 mt for the U.S. and 483 mt for Canada - decreases of 333 mt and 67 mt, respectively.
· The complexity in Canadian policy and the U.S. management system, particularly since the reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, may constrain the ability of the TMGC to develop mutually agreeable harvest levels. There is a substantial risk that the process may become ineffective and the benefits of cooperation will be lost.
Action Item: TMGC to develop a draft agenda for an intercessional TMGC meeting about the role and authorities of the TMGC in light of changes in Canadian policy and the U.S. management system. 

Decision Point: The Terms of Reference for the TRAC’s three groundfish assessments for 2008 and the Terms of Reference for the benchmark assessment for Cod will be considered domestically and, if approved domestically, the Steering Committee will sign them by December 2008. The flow chart depicting the Annual Process for Determining Harvest Levels will be carefully reviewed by the Steering Committee before approving. 

Next TMGC and Steering Committee Meetings

The next Steering Committee meeting will be held April 29-30, 2009, in the U.S. 

The following Steering Committee meeting is scheduled for September 16-17, 2009, in Halifax, and will be directly preceded by the annual TMGC meeting on September 15-16, 2009.
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	Thursday September 11, 2008

	1. 
	4:00 – 4:30
	Opening Remarks from Steering Committee Co-Chairs       (Faith Scattolon, Pat Kurkul)

	2. 
	4:30 – 5:00
	Report from the Habitat Working Group (Ted Potter)

	3. 
	5:00 - 5:30
	Report from the Integration Committee (Jennifer Anderson, Gus van Helvoort)

	
	
	Friday, September 12, 2008

	4. 
	9:00 – 9:30 
	Update on Machias Seal Island (George LaPointe, Gus van Helvoort)

	5. 
	9:30 – 10:00
	Report from the Oceans Working Group (Tim Hall)

	6. 
	10:00 – 10:45
	Report from the Species at Risk Working Group (David Millar)

	
	10:45 – 11:00
	Health Break

	7. 
	11:00 – 11:30
	Presentation of stock assessment results from TRAC (Stratis Gavaris, Tana Worcester)

	8. 
	11:30 – 12:30
	Presentation of advice from TMGC (George LaPointe, Michael O’Connor)

	
	12:30 – 1:30
	Lunch

	9. 
	1:30 - 1:45
	Closing Remarks and Next Meeting  


PAGE  
1

