Canada/U.S. Transboundary Steering Committee Meeting

April 30, 2009
Summary Minutes 
Item 1 - Opening Remarks from Steering Committee Co-Chairs

Patricia Kurkul  - National Marine Fisheries Services (NMFS) – U.S. Co-chair
· Dr. Jane Lubchenco was recently appointed as the new administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
· A new administrator for the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is expected to be announced in the near future.
· Legislation to prohibit drilling for oil and gas on Georges’ bank was introduced nationally in both the House and Senate. It is anticipated that the legislation will pass both houses.
· NMFS announced 1-year fishing restrictions in April aimed at reducing effort in the groundfish fishery, particularly for some species that are of concern, while the NEFMC continues to work on Amendment 16 the FMP. The revised FMP is expected to replace interim measures in May 2010.
· While NOAA’s ship strike strategy has been in place since December, modifications to floating ground lines to protect large whales will become effective in June. 
· NMFS is now working with the Center for Coastal Studies on a “per event” basis using a revised funding model. 
· Under the Magnuson-Stevens Act, every managed species/stock must now have Allowable Catch Limits (ACL) and Accountability Measures (AM) specified by 2010 or 2011. The requirement is having a significant impact on the Council and NMFS’ workload. 
· The Mid-Atlantic FM Council is working to make the mackerel fishery limited access, under an amended FMP for Squid, Mackerel and Butterfish.
· NMFS is conducting status reviews of Atlantic Wolfish and cusk under the Endangered Species Act. A decision on whether to list Atlantic Wolfish is expected by October, while cusk has no designated deadline.   
Faith Scattolon – Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) – Canadian Co-chair

· Honorable Gail Shea was named new Minister of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO). Departmentally, Ms. Claire Dansereau has been appointed Deputy Minister for DFO.  
· Regional staff updates include the appointments of Gus van Helvoort to the position of Regional Director, Fisheries and Aquaculture Management and Stefan Leslie as Director of Resource Management.

· The current economic crisis has significantly impacted the Canadian lobster fishery, leaving governments (federal and provincial) and industry to consider action that could potentially enhance market opportunities. 
· Canada’s Northern prawn fishery has successfully completed the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certification process. Five additional fisheries are in the process of gathering information to support their bid for certification. These include Offshore Lobster, Offshore Sea Scallop, swordfish and Ocean Choice Grand Bank Yellowtail Flounder.
· As for species at risk, recovery strategies for North Atlantic Right Whale and Northern Bottlenose Whale have been posted online for public input. Another strategy is being developed for Winter Skate on Georges Bank and the Eastern Scotian Shelf. The Committee on the Status of Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) has recommended that cusk be listed. A review of the scientific analysis and data, as well as an socio-economic analysis are currently underway to determine if it is to be considered a threatened species under the SAR Act. COSEWIC also analyzed four cod stocks and these will be re-assessed in 2010.
· The federal department of Natural Resources and the Nova Scotia Department of Energy are leading a review to potentially extend the moratorium on exploration for hydrocarbons on Georges Bank. DFO is providing information and analysis into this process.
· The Bay of Fundy Tidal Power pilot project has slowed somewhat, although both federal and provincial authorities are cooperating on an ecosystem assessment. 
· DFO Maritimes Region will undertake a desktop pilot ecosystem review of Georges Bank in September 2009 to ascertain ecosystem robustness. 
Item 2   - Report from TRAC (L. O’Brien and T. Worcester)
Eastern Georges Bank Cod 2009 Benchmark Assessment
Action item: TRAC co-chairs will hold a teleconference or intercessional meeting with the TMGC in June 2009, prior to releasing the results of the cod benchmark assessment.
Spiny Dogfish Benchmark Assessment
With limited tagging data, quantification of the stock was difficult. Based on available information, evidence suggests limited movement beyond the country of release. Given data limitations, TRAC plans to proceed with a length based forward projection model. 
TOR for Atlantic Herring, Atlantic Mackerel and Spiny Dogfish

The U.S. understands the TOR are finalized, although the approval process was thought to be cumbersome. Canada also deemed the TOR acceptable and suggested an evaluation of how the terms are adopted and approved noting more lead time would be beneficial, particularly when multiple regions are involved. New approval processes should be specific to non-TMGC stocks, since the current process for stocks managed under TMGC works well. 
Decision point: TRAC will discuss internal process for TOR development in June and expand the discussion to include the Integration Committee. 

Action item:  A proposed process will be provided to the Steering Committee in September 2009.
Pollock
Decision Point: It was agreed that the Steering Committee would review the issue of joint pollock assessment again at the September 2009 meeting.  
Action item:  Develop draft TOR by September 2009 for potential pollock data meeting. 
TRAC Peer Review Process

Concern was raised regarding the lack of formal structure within the TRAC review process. That said, developing a structured process should maintain some level of flexibility within its procedures.
Action item:  

O’Brien and Worcester will develop a draft review process which will be forwarded through the Integration Committee to the co-chairs for approval.
Protocol for TRAC meeting observers

Concern was raised over Industry’s plan to send scientific advisors to upcoming herring/mackerel meetings. 

Decision Point:  Committee members will observe how the herring/mackerel TRACs proceed and will follow with the development of a participant protocol if necessary. Subsequently, it was agreed that non-TRAC participants should indicate their affiliation with the industry.  
Item 3 - Report from the Integration Committee (J. Anderson and G. Peters)
The Integration Committee is reviewing its TOR to better define its current role, which has evolved significantly since its inception. Work on updating the website with summarized minutes and working group reports is ongoing. 

Action item:  Finalize TOR for review/approval by September 2009.
Action item:  The Integration Committee will assist TRAC to establish procedures for approving TOR for TRAC-assessed species that are outside the TMGC process. 
Item 4 – Report on Machias Seal Island (G. vanHelvoort)
Although only a small number of fishermen continue to cause conflict over the disputed zone, it remains a difficult situation to address. Canadian industry expressed a desire to have greater enforcement and has requested a sweep of gear during the off season. Canadian industry agreed to hold a face-to-face meeting with approximately six fishermen from each country.  Steering Committee co-chairs supported this action.
Action item:  A joint meeting of government and industry representatives from both countries will be planned for Summer 2009.
Item 5 - Report from the Oceans Working Group (M. Murphy)
While a draft of the Ecosystem Report had been completed, only the executive summary and table of contents were provided at the meeting, as both U.S. and Canadian working group members were still commenting on the full draft. It was agreed that TRAC members will review the report as well.
Decision Point: The report will be a U.S./Canada joint document since it was agreed to by the Canadian Fisheries Minister and the NOAA administrator. 

Action Item:  Provide recommendation to the Steering Committee by September 2009 regarding appropriate level of peer review for the Ecosystem Report as well as the publishing of the report. 
Item 6  - Report  Species at Risk Working Group (D. Millar and D. Gouveia)
The modified TOR (September 2008) were approved by the Steering Committee. 

The following species are currently at various stages of assessment under ESA, SAR or COSEWIC: Atlantic (Striped) Wolfish, cusk, and Atlantic Loggerhead Sea Turtles. The U.S. has also proposed changes to the U.S. population segment of Atlantic Salmon. A final ruling is expected in May 2009 and will include designated critical habitat. All Canadian Atlantic Salmon populations are scheduled to be assessed by COSEWIC in 2010.

Both DFO and NMFS are working to ensure collaboration and information sharing on entanglement issues. On April 5, 2009, the U.S. ban on floating groundline became effective. 
Item 7 – Report from the Habitat Working Group (P. Colosi)
The Habitat Working Group is drafting discussion papers on liquid natural gas (LNG) and tidal energy. 
The Habitat Working Group draft TOR was presented to the Steering Committee for approval. The co-chairs requested additional time to review and comment on the new TOR and asked that discussion papers be available by August.
Action Item:  Provide LNG and tidal energy discussion papers (if available) to Steering Committee members for their review prior to the September 2009 meeting.
Item 8 – Next Meeting of the Steering Committee
The next Steering Committee will meet on September 16-17, 2009, in Halifax, and will be directly preceded by the annual TMGC meeting on September 15-16.
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