Canada/U.S. Transboundary Steering Committee

Statement of Purpose for Communications 
Co-chairs of Working Groups and Committees are encouraged to promote a positive flow of communication within and amongst the Steering Committee’s advisory groups. Open communication is essential, as various processes guided by the Steering Committee are undertaken, to ensure the resolution of outstanding issues as early and as informally as possible. 
Co-chairs of Working Groups and Committees will ensure that:

1. Every effort is made to resolve outstanding issues prior to Steering Committee meetings; and
2. The Integration Committee is apprised of working group activities on an ongoing basis and of any outstanding issues prior to Steering Committee meetings.
3. A common understanding of the issues and associated implications is relayed to the Steering Committee co-chairs.
It is expected that co-chairs of advisory groups will advise the Steering Committee co-chairs and the Integration Committee, of any outstanding issues well in advance of Steering Committee meetings.  Where required, Integration Committee co-chairs will promote open communication channels to help develop a common understanding of the issues and associated implications. 
Adherence to the above objectives will help ensure that Steering Committee meetings are as efficient and productive as possible. 

This process does not supersede or change any preexisting process for addressing conflicts between the US Northeast Regional Office of NOAA Fisheries and Canada's Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Maritimes Region.

